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. AROUND THE GALLERIES 

The art 

of credits 

and debits 
By LZAH 0LLIIAN
$Jl,inoltoTJlrTI.oW• 

�r the last 10 )ftl'S. OaDka 
l'Mlpa hU recol'ded. �t.allCd 
and dnt� nll or �r t1nancla1 
transact.lons. Her work based on 
thescnotaUOnsl'IUalloflheear­
mar1cs or a dry Conceptual an 
proJ� (or an accountant's !an­
Ul$YI, but ll tums °'1t lO be tull,y 
engrosslng nnd extraord1narily 
mOYing. Toe work p\.llle$ wtth 
the Julce or ure - wtth IO\-e and 
lloncsty, trtcndshlp. asplratlon 
and accompllshment, the Joy or 
l'ffl)glllUon. the oblJpUons and 
qulet satlsfact.lona or thc a�• 
day. 

The earllm work In Phelps' 
t.err'ltic Show ot Slstcr Gnllcry 
da�s trom lffl, ood lhe most re­
�nt was stlll belng crttt«I in the 
gnUery at. the Umc otthls wr1tlng. 
A dl.ary In words, lma� and 
symbols. Phelp:."$ work IS on­
golng, selt-perpctuaung. It ronns 
a =-eloUslY complete ecoJogy. 

A ptece at. the enuy to tlle 
fflOW lllustrates hOW. Jt conslsts 
or a sheal' of d111Wings trace<! 
l'rOm óriginals that Phelps ex­
híb1Uld al l.he pllery ln 200-I. 
When a worlt .eUs. the arU$t 
t1'#0CS lt. and wrltes the llAIMSOf 
the bu)-er and � lll. t.he t,o1,,-
10m or the trec:lng. aiong wtth 
bands or vartal)ty hued grttn 
st-rtpc:s, onc !oreach doUar or lhe 
Rlllngpr!(le. 

ThOsé traclnp become wotk$ 
a\'llllablc tor aale as wdL and 
�n eech Is sold, another trac-
1ng IS made w1t11 a new 1-)'er or 
notallona lldded to t.he preyious 
setat the boUom ofthe sheet. As 
lhe v.-ork �nerates. lta.ocumu­
lata and p-rvcs lts own hls­
lory. 

��ry e!e�l ot Phdps' 
work dcrnu trom her dlrect ex, 
per1enee. Sorne IShetUi clOCu· 
ment a 111,,etk at a Ume, wtth a 
brlef110COUntoíeach day"S actlY• 
ltles anda t.llyofln<:ome and ex• 
pe�.s. Payment ror grocer1cs. 
supplles. gas, gtn.s and other ex• 
penst'S 1$ � wlth '-nd,s Of 
red strtpes. one ror NCb dollar 
spent.. Wlth .._ �. 
a :rz 1aaN1:a-nl1,Mr.P 1 
t.hecorrt$?01ldtn(bloekof� 
strtpe-s wtth U,e exelamaUon, 
·!!Art Moaey!!• 

Jl'or a� In 1004. Phelps 
mac1e dalb' acco1mts ror t11ree 
weekSthroutlb-dnwlnpandcal­
endal'-Hlcepeaesnotln(herwak· 
l.ng t.lmC!. Ume spent walldnf her 
do!J, tending to e-maila. wortdnl 
1n l.be studJo. � eelWf. 

DETAJLS PROM THB DAY TO DAY: "lntegrallngSczfntoEuuydayI,ife"úpartoflhe 
Dan fea Phdps ahlbfllon at SI.ter. 17le artlst usu worct.s, ímage., a.nd sv,nb0l$ to� as a dlaru-

Olber In Prospeet. Helghts. TM 
sho\11 tncludes nUl!'W!rous cnsp\y 
artlculat.ed draw1ngs ortnt.enors. 
pre,umablyo!the new hOU.'M!.A.\ 
th� \\'Ork progrcsscs chronologt• 
callY, the tlnanclnl dimenuons of 
the tnnsactton talcc up more 
and more sp1110e. Engtnttr"s rc­
ports and 1cga1 rces announce 
�mselve.:s t.hrough de� 
chunk.utr1ped lnaha<icsofred. 1 

One t411 pleee, sllshUY larger j than a human n-ame, IS n<>Ullng 
but a \"erd&n� nt1d or grttn !
stJOkH. represenUng tlle ¡ 
$220.000 Phelpa �IYe(I Ul)On 
the sale ot her�- $be is cur• 
l"l'ntly worldng on a correspond­
lng panel, wlth 2lU27 stripes oí 
red dfflot1llg !.be alrlOWlt, pald lo 
dole thedal on the new boU$e. 
,Bec:Maollbe�olu»a. 
bortnwlYed.llhefflliltedhelp­
ers WhO. bl the ee,ty days oíthe 
lhow, C0Wd be ,een 3NJ1Dga '-· 
ble ln the pDery wlth the artlá. 
all or ttiem peJnUng stns- on 
Pftl)&ttd sheet&. lat.tr to be cut 
andapplied tothe panel. 

Phelps mana,es to be self,re,. 
flecttvewlthout lal)lln¡lmo self, 
mcllllftnee.Sht!JceenstM.-. 

Sia1er. � Ola Unl Wq. !.A. ♦7131 ...
;ooo. Ulrolllll W&1 l:S. Cloe,4 IIUndll1
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